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evolutionary course of moral life to realise itself as the
absolute Unselfishness which is of the Real Self of alL

Prayer, he used to say, is death-in-life, when man
trembling with feeling out of the prison-house of
body passes beyond body and mind. Even a thief is
bound to be successful, if he knows this art of death
in life. Prayer is power. This idea of death-in-life
is his idea of Applied Religion.
In short he preaches the religion of ecstasy, trance,
Samadhi, and from his experiences he said that
success, both subjective and objective, could be
achieved if only one rises to that state of super-con-
sciousness. He further preaches the continuousness
of inspiration. He tries a great deal to teach the
modus operandi for it to the common man ; in sub-
stance his teaching is nothing but the statement of
his own inner struggle. Indeed in a sense all that
he has written or said, is but his autobiography.
A man of great, almost severe, austerity and inde-
pendence of thought, he set little store by what one
may learn by the mediation of a Guru or preceptor. To
him the thought was inconceivable that there should
ever arise any necessity for the agency of another to
bring about the af-one-nient between God and Man
who are but One. And so nowhere has he discoursed
on the contact with saints, which alone vitalises Self-
consciousness when it falls below a certain level.
He suffered from self-exhaustion, because he did
not seek this contact of saints in whose company the
exhausted God-consciousness is recharged. He failed